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[ AGENDA ]
Autonomy
n. pl. -mies

1. (Government, Politics & Diplomacy) the 
right or state of self-government, esp. when 
limited

2. (Government, Politics & Diplomacy) a 
state, community, or individual possessing 
autonomy

3. freedom to determine one’s own actions, 
behaviour, etc.

4. (Philosophy) Philosophy

 a. the doctrine that the individual  
 human will is or ought to be   
 governed  only by its own   
 principles and laws See   
 also categorical imperative

 b. the state in which one’s actions  
 are autonomous [from Greek   
 autonomia freedom to live by one’s  
 own laws; see autonomous]

autonomist  n

Currently in its fifth cycle, Diploma 2 will continue 

to investigate the idea of physical and incorporeal 

autonomy in architecture through the use of fiction 

as an analytical framework. The basis for this 

preoccupation will differ slightly this year and will 

be related to conditions of necessity and survival 

rather than a deliberate and planned notion of self-

governance. 

This change relates to the fact that these past years, 

the Mediterranean Sea has become a theatre of 

human tragedy. With more than 20,000 immigrants 

trespassing since 2000, mainly by attempting to cross 

the sea, the Mediterranean has become the most 

perilous passage far ahead of the East-African path 

or the Mexico-United States border (respectively with 

250 and 230 fatalities in 2014) that are in second 

and third position of this bleak ranking. The main 

reasons for these attempts are the increasing amount 

of conflicts in Africa and the Middle East (namely in 

Afghanistan, Eritrea, Nigeria, Somalia and Syria) and 

the insurmountable obstacles that the immigrants 

confront when attempting to follow alternative routes 

and pass on to Europe through land borders.

Apart from being characterised as the worst refugee 

and effectively humanitarian crisis that Europe 

has faced since World War II, this contemporary 

phenomenon of immigration and asylum seeking 

is directly linked to a series of political, ethical, 

social, economical and philosophical issues and 

dilemmas. The official line and at the same time 

a major conundrum of the political and policing 

European authorities is that establishing an organised 

rescue force at Europe’s Mediterranean borders 

would encourage more people to seek refuge, 

while closing off the EU borders completely would 

result in the exponential increasing of the number of 

people perishing. Plans to tackle the problem at its 

source on the other hand, with the prevention on the 

spot of embarking to the dangerous journey in the 

African and Middle Eastern coasts, would require 

an unprecedented organisation and international 

coordination on a political, diplomatic and financial 

level. At the same time, this preventive suppression 

of the possibility to seek refuge in Europe would be 

equated to turning a deliberate blind eye towards 

people’s efforts and need to leave behind war zones 

and conflict areas in locations at close proximity to the 

Mediterranean.

With these concerns being merely the tip of the 

iceberg of the myriad issues associated with 

immigration, our preoccupation for the year will 

be to excavate some of these complexities even 

further and research on the ways that autonomy 

can contribute or provide an encompassing buffer to 

alleviate helplessness and for that matter to enable 

the severance of dangerous dependencies. Our main 

preoccupation for the year will be to rethink Thomas 

More’s Utopia, itself based on Plato’s Republic, as a 

novel basis for the creation of a land/float condition 

sitting in-between the supposed European promise-



3

_The Mediterranean Sea As A Continent Diploma 2_2015-16

land and its adjacent ‘netherworld’. With an area of 

2,510,000 square metres, the Mediterranean Sea 

is more than one third of the European continent, 

roughly as large as Northern and Western Europe 

(i.e. without Spain, Portugal, Greece and Italy). What 

we will therefore be asking ourselves for the year is 

what if the Mediterranean was a continent itself? A 

homeland for those fleeing from wars, persecutions, 

natural and humanitarian disasters, a Land of refuge 

for refugees and a Utopia to counteract a Dystopia? 

The relevant speculation will about the formation of 

an autonomous zone in the Mediterranean Sea that 

operates within and against the wider formal political 

and social context. By identifying and analysing major 

migration routes and population flows we will be 

inventing self-governing zones with different uses for 

specific communities.

This concern with autonomy at the same time will 

not be one-dimensional and solely focused on 

immigration, but will be seen and explored as a 

wider phenomenon of our days and something that 

forms in many ways a contemporary paradox. This 

preoccupation with self-governance in fact stems from 

observing already existing conditions or phenomena 

where self-containment is ‘creeping’ into social and 

organizational structures. Instances like Googleplex 

in California (the whole complex consisting of a five 

acre park, open spaces with water features, shallow 

pools, fountains, pathways and plazas, a gym, free 

laundry rooms, two small swimming pools, multiple 

sand volleyball courts and eighteen cafeterias with 

diverse menus among the office spaces for use by 

the company’s employees) among many others, 

suggest that in our increasingly globalized times 

where communications, transportation, trading and 

technology are characterized by an ever expanding 

global outreach, there is a parallel tendency of the 

physical settings of corporations and cultural and 

educational institutions among others to become 

increasingly and physically self-contained and insular. 

As a result, the character and nature of the domestic 

space as a private domain separated off from the 

public has given way to a novel reconfiguring of this 

traditional separation. No longer are the two concepts 

segregated but through careful corporate strategies 

are merged into a spatial and temporal continuum, 

transforming the short-time movement born back in 

the Industrial Revolution into a consolidated 24-hour 

live-work-play shuffle. 

In addition, although isolated to a large extent from 

their wider physical context, corporations like Google 

are at the same time highly connected to a much 

wider global context on a disembodied level. Another 

example, the Square Mile, England’s “smallest 

ceremonial county”, although physically located at the 

centre of London has its own boundaries, governance, 

territorial police force, tax system and even a 

dedicated airport, characterized hence as a state 

within a state. It is through this partial disconnection 

that the City of London can become operational as an 

entity, highlighting even further the thematic that will 

be our research subject for the year. 

We will start Term 1 by defining what constitutes 

independence and autonomy through extensive 

analysis and research into case studies selected by 

the students individually. Isolated desert communities, 

high rise mixed-use developments, corporate 

campuses, ancient city-states, virtually connected 

social groups and any other forms of social, spatial 

or political structures that deliberately or not, manage 

to elude formal control. Through a range of examples 

-such as Freetown Christiania in Copenhagen, the 

self-declared republic of Užupis in Vilnius, Ladonia 

in southern Sweden, Kowloon in Hong Kong or as 

was the case with some of the student projects from 

past years, the Shikumen Housing in Shanghai, 

Guantanamo Bay in Cuba, aircraft carriers, the 
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Permanent Control Zone imposed around the 

Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant, the International 

Space Station and China Miéville’s novel “The City & 

the City” among others- the aim will be to rigorously 

and systematically analyse the hidden processes and 

potential loopholes that allow for autonomy to develop 

and become established. 

In the aforementioned examples, by virtue of its 

location the International Space Station housed 

researchers and scientists that adapted their 

domestic habits to conditions of zero gravity and 

the extremities of a sunrise and sunset taking place 

approximately every 90 minutes throughout the 

course of a conventional 24-hour day. A few years 

after the nuclear disaster at Chernobyl that took 

place back in 1986, some of the elderly inhabitants 

of the surrounding area decided to settle back into 

the exclusion zone surrounding the plant, longing 

to continue their life in their ancestral homes. This 

absurdity of elderly people going about their daily 

activities within a fenced off landscape, its air, water 

and soil contaminated by radioactive and toxic waste 

materials, highlighted in this case even further the 

significance of the domestic settings to one’s everyday 

existence. 

In parallel to these two concepts that we are going 

to be analysing, there will be a selection of a relating 

fiction or writing that will link to the precedent study and 

which will also be examined in terms of its structure, 

addressing of key issues, and development of subject 

matter. The main objective of these initial two projects 

taking place in Term 1 will be to identify a problematic 

and define a specific theme that will subsequently form 

the basis of the building project for the rest of the year. 

[ UNIT TRIP ]
02-07.12.2015

This year’s unit trip will be to selected locations in 

the Mediterranean, which as a larger territory has 

historically been an area where the formation of 

autonomous zones has taken place in a recursive 

fashion. Back in the 1920s the establishing of the 

independent Free State of Fiume between Italy and 

Croatia lasted for a mere four years and was created 

as a buffer zone to resolve the dispute between the 

two countries. According to Hakim Bey, “Gabriele 

D’Annunzio, Decadent poet, artist, musician, aesthete, 

pioneer daredevil aeronautist, black magician, genius 

and cad, emerged from World War I as a hero with 

a small army at his beck and command: the “Arditi.” 

At a loss for adventure, he decided to capture the 

city of Fiume from Yugoslavia and give it to Italy.” A 

bit later, “in a huff, D’Annunzio decided to declare 

independence and see how long he could get away 

with it.” Once the city was seized, “the party never 

stopped. Every morning D’Annunzio read poetry and 

manifestos from his balcony; every evening a concert, 

then fireworks. This made up the entire activity of the 

government. Eighteen months later, when the wine 

and money had run out and the Italian fleet finally 

showed up and lobbed a few shells at the Municipal 

Palace, no one had the energy to resist.” For Bey, 

Fiume was the first modern temporary autonomous 

zone, to be followed forty years later by the 1968 

Paris uprisings. 

Less spontaneously, but even earlier than Fiume, the 

first Kibbutz was established in Israel in the 1910s as 

a utopian socialist community relying on agriculture. 

Still persisting today, the 270 of them in total 

nowadays account for “9% of Israel’s industrial output, 

worth US$8 billion, and 40% of its agricultural output, 

worth over $1.7 billion.” Another example in Israel, the 

micronation of Akhzivland was declared independent 

in 1972 by Iranian-born sailor and Palmach veteran 

Eli Avivi, who later on established a flag and national 

anthem, as well as issuing the nation’s own passports. 

Avivi was eventually “arrested and detained, but 
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was released 10 days later after a judge ruled 

that the charge of “Creation of a Country Without 

Permission” did not exist”, and only for Akhzivland to 

consequently become “a tourist site, attracting artists, 

writers, and countercultural figures.” More recently, 

Filettino, a village near Rome in Italy, refused to 

merge with surrounding villages in order to cut the 

central government’s administrative costs due to the 

financial crisis, with the Mayor of the village starting a 

campaign in 2011 to turn it into an independent state. 

The village even created its own currency and coat 

of arms, while currently it is still seeking to become 

independent from Italy, albeit with a less enthusiastic 

momentum. 

These cases are only a small part of what has been 

a historic tendency in the Mediterranean basin for 

separatism and on which we intend to build upon in 

the coming year. It is within this framework that we 

will seek to address ideas of autonomy and utopia, 

with the aim being to uncover hidden tendencies or 

areas of opportunity and nest our partially or fully self-

governed proposals within their volatile context. This 

will be combined with the myriad of interdependencies 

and legislative and geographic and territorial 

complexities that immigration as a phenomenon is 

tied to, generating what is for us an unprecedented 

opportunity for intellectual, architectural and spatial 

invention. 

What will be questioned is the nature of self-

governance in the Mediterranean, as well as its role, 

characteristics and significance in allowing for the 

preservation of existing living patterns, while at the 

same time accommodating and incorporating social 

and cultural differences in an age of repetitive and 

unending crises. 

Will the logical course of things drive our proposals 

towards becoming temporary heroic enclaves that 

knowingly accept their fragility or will they become 

insular fortresses maintaining their independence 

and growing exponentially in an organised manner 

and as a result of accommodating growing migrant 

populations? What does this unique architectural 

and philosophical condition of self-governance mean 

in a contemporary setting? These are some of the 

questions that we will be asking ourselves over the 

course of the year.  

[ TECHNICAL STUDIES ]
The unit allows for an open brief approach in terms 

of the 5th year technical studies. Some of the award 

winning technical studies projects from Diploma 

2 in the past years have ranged from research on 

drones and data storage, transfer and encryption, 

to responsive climatic and light quality control 

mechanisms and from mechanisms to accelerate 

geological processes and create artificially grown 

islands to energy harvesting systems for offshore 

corporate IT platforms. The technical studies brief 

set-out therefore, varies greatly and is individually 

customised to allow for each thesis to be intrinsically 

linked to the design proposal. A slight change this 

year, however, will be to delve into an exploration 

of advanced graded materials and multi-materials. 

This will be an optional route, but at the same 

time complimented by a series of seminars and 

consultations with invented engineers and material 

scientists. Overall, the studies start off concurrently 

with the launch of the building project towards 

the end of Term 1 and are intensively tutored 

through precedent theses presentations, seminars, 

consultations with engineers and internal technical 

studies pin-ups and reviews.

[ FICTION ]
Fiction

n.
1. (Literary & Literary Critical Terms) literary 
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works invented by the imagination, such as 
novels or short stories.

2. an invented story or explanation; lie.

3. the act of inventing a story or 
explanation.

4. (Law) Law something assumed to be 
true for the sake of convenience, though 
probably false.
[from Latin fictiō a fashioning, hence 
something imaginary, from fingere to shape]

fictional  adj
fictionally  adv

fictioneer, fictionist n

Having been an attractive subject matter, autonomy has 

historically been used in fiction and writing as a means 

of speculating on ideal states, private utopias, political 

and social systems that eschew formal control, or even 

dystopic environments where human instincts and 

psychological aspects are stretched to their limitations.  

JG Ballard’s ‘High Rise’ where programme and typology 

latently promote an extreme insularity of the tower and 

its inhabitants, progressively ends up in a dystopia of 

mayhem, where people unconsciously revert to an 

extreme primal behaviourism that is complimented by 

its containing degenerated high-tech architecture. Neal 

Stephenson’s ‘Snow Crash’ is another example of the 

sovereign state model gone wrong, where the ensuing 

city states are turned into franchises, selling lifestyles 

as a commodity. Hakim Bey in his book ‘T.A.Z.: The 

Temporary Autonomous Zone, Ontological Anarchy, 

Poetic Terrorism’ uses historical and philosophical 

examples in order to analyse and “describe the socio-

political tactic of creating temporary spaces that elude 

formal structures of control”. 

Drawing from the Diploma 2 work of previous years, the 

use of fiction will be targeted at a specific point in the 

year when our building proposals are already underway. 

Forming a sort of singularity in the development of the 

individual projects, fiction at that instance will be a 

tipping point when the formulated designs will acquire 

a speculative and subversive dimension becoming 

therefore animated and moving away from mere 

representation. How will our designs change over 

time, will they cause confrontations, temporary internal 

chaos, attract unnecessary attention or unwanted 

inhabitation?  

In time, the potential subversive unravelling of our 

proposals will result in fictional scenarios that form 

the basis of an architecture that goes beyond mere 

representation and that ultimately makes dynamic what 

is otherwise conventionally static.

[ YEAR SCHEDULE ]
Tutorials will be taking place twice biweekly (on Tuesdays and Fridays)

The schedule below is of key term dates and does not include all tutorial days for the year

TERM 01- Key Dates

Weeks 1-8 (28th September- 17th November)
Research and analysis of the concept of autonomy through existing, historical or fictional case studies.

• Tuesday 6th October- Unit Intro/Group Tutorial of Individual Case Studies (Research & Initial Drawings)

• Wednesday 7th October- Presentation of Selected Case Studies from Previous Years & DIP2 Past Portfolios (TBC)

• Friday 9th October- Individual Tutorials

• Tuesday 13th October- Individual Tutorials

• Friday 16th October- Individual Tutorials

• Tuesday 20th October- Pin-up/Review

• Friday 6th November- UNDERGRADUATE OPEN JURY/UNDERGRADUATE OPEN DAY- Individual Tutorials
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• Tuesday 3rd November- Pin-up/Review

• Wednesday 11th November- 5th Year TS meeting (TBC)

• Thursday 12th November- Technical Studies 4th Year Introductions/Registration

• Friday 13th November- Individual Tutorials

• Tuesday 17th November- Midterm Review (Final Case Study Presentation/Building Project Launch)

Weeks 8-12 (17th November- 18th December)
Building projects commence

• Friday 21st November- Building Project Individual Tutorials

• Tuesday 24th November- Individual Tutorials

• Friday 27th November- Individual Tutorials

• Wednesday 2nd December- Monday 7th December- Unit Trip to the Mediterranean (Exact Locations TBC)

• Friday 11th December- Term 1 Undergraduate Submission Hand-In & 5th Year TS meeting Subject Presentation (TBC)

• Tuesday 15th December- End of Term Jury (Individual Building Briefs, Building Sites, Concept Designs)

TERM 02- Key Dates

Weeks 1-11 (11th January- 24th March)
Building projects continue

Tutorials to be held on Tuesdays and Fridays

• Monday 11th January- Friday 15th January- 4th Year Complementary Studies commence

• Tuesday 12th January- Tutorials

• Friday 15th January- Tutorials

• Friday 22nd January- UNDERGRADUATE SCHOOL OPEN DAY (PM)

• Tuesday 26th January- Pin-up

• Friday 29th January- Precedent Technical Studies Projects Presentation (TBC)

• Tuesday 10th February- Midterm Review

• Tuesday 17th February- 5th Year Technical Studies Pin-up (printed work-in-progress TS reports)

• Tuesday 24th February- Pin-up

• Wednesday 25th February- All day Rendering Workshop (Session 01)

• Friday 4th March- 5th Year TS Interim Jury (TBC)

• Tuesday 8th- Wednesday 9th March- 4th Year Previews

• Wednesday 16th- Thursday 17th March- 5th Year Diploma Previews

• Monday 21st March- Term 2 Undergraduate Submission Hand-In: 4th Year

• Wednesday 23rd March- 5th Year TS Meeting

EASTER BREAK (25th March- 24th April)- Weekly individual tutorials 

TERM 03- Key Dates

Weeks 1-9 (25th April- 24th June)
Building projects completed

• Monday 25th April- TS5 Option 2 Final Submission

• Tuesday 26th April- Pin-up/Review
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• Friday 29th April- Tutorials

• Thursday 5th May- TS5 High Pass Panel

• Tuesday 10th May- Review (Building Projects Completed- Final Drawings, Physical Models, Fiction/Narrative of Building Evolution 
Scenarios)

• Wednesday 11th May- Rendering Workshop (Session 02)

• Friday 13th May- Tutorials

• Tuesday 24th May- Diploma 2 End of Year Review

• Tuesday 7th- Wednesday 8th June- 4th Year End of Year Reviews

• Wednesday 15th June- Thursday 16th June- Diploma Committee

• Friday 17th June- Diploma Honours Presentations

• Wednesday 22nd June- External Examiners (ARB/RIBA Part 2)

• Friday 24th June- End of Year Exhibition
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